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REMARKS ON SUPERFICIAL CANCERS, 
IN WHICH THE PATIENTS WERE 
CURED WITHOUT THE AMPUTATION 
OF IMPORTANT ORGANS.* 


By M. Lisrranc. 
Read at the Academy of Sciences of Paris. 


Tue object of the author of this 
memoir is to prove that the sur- 
geon may frequently save either a 
part or the whole of an organ, in 
cases which have been before con- 
sidered to require the complete 
removal of it. Recent discoveries 
in pathological anatomy have shown 


that cancerous diseases do not, at 


the same time, invade all the tis- 
sues of the organ attacked. For 
example, in cancer of the stomach 
the disease is sometimes limited to 
the muscular tunic, or to the cel- 
lular substance which unites it to 
the mucous membrane, and when 
all these parts are affected with 
the disease, we may detect, by a 
careful dissection, the particular 
part in which the malady origi- 
nated. This progressive succes- 
sion in the march of cancerous 
diseases has for a long time at- 
tracted the attention of M. Lis- 
franc, in his examination of the 
bodies of patients who had died 
with cancer of the breast. He 
ascertained, by the most attentive 
investigation, that the disease had 
for years been arrested by the 


* London Medical and Surgical, from 
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pleura, which remained untouched 
in the midst of the malady which 
surrounded it. In three subjects 
which had died with old carcinoma 
of the umbilicus, he remarked that 
the peritoneum offered the same 
opposition in the abdomen as the 
pleura in the thorax, to the exten- 
sion of the disease. The same. 
fact was observed in various cases 
in which the parts attacked with 
cancer were Contiguous to cavern- 
ous bodies. 

In reflecting upon these facts, 
M. Lisfranc conceived the possi- 
bility of turning to the advantage 
of surgery the evidence afforded | 
by pathological anatomy. Having 
observed that, in the majority of 
cases, cancer is confined to one 
tissue, he inferred that it might 
be necessary to remove only the 
part diseased, and not the whole 
organ. Experience soon proved 
that this idea was correctly form- 
ed, and many operations conducted 
upon this principle were crowned 
with the most complete success. 

In two cases of cancer of the 
penis, the patients were saved 
from the most melancholy of all 
surgical mutilations. In the third 
case, the patient was attacked 
with cancer of the tongue. The 
two right thirds of the organ were 
diseased, and were hard, tumefied, 
and ulcerated; the whole substance 
being affected. Many of the most 
distinguished surgeons of Paris had 
seen the patient, and all of them 
had advised the tofal extirpation 
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of the two thirds which were dis- 
eased. he healthy parts were 
separated from the diseased parts 
with a bistoury, and the latter 
were surrounded with a ligature, 
which was drawn moderately tight. 
No bad symptom followed, and 
pring the succeeding six days the 
tightness of the ligature was gra- 
dually increased ; the portion in- 
cluded within it shrunk, became 
black, and fell off. The natural 
breadth and length of the tongue 
were still preserved, with the ex- 
ception of a very small portion of 
the tip. The superficies had alone 
been diseased, and that alone was 
sacrificed by the operation. The 
parts beneath remained, and cica- 
trized under the influence of emol- 
lient and resolvent applications. 
A small ulcer remained for some 
time, but yielded to cauterization 
with the nitrate of silver. Seve- 
ral months afterwards the patient 
was shown to thé Academy : he 
was perfectly cured, and enabled 
to resume his business of an advo- 
cate, in the exercise of which his 
tongue was, of course, a most im- 
portant part. 

M. Lisfranc, in concluding his 
memoir, draws the following con- 
Clusions :— 

1. That, whatever may be the 
ravages inflicted upon the organic 
tissues by cancer, nature tends to 
limit the extent of the disease. 

2. That morbid anatomy having 
afforded probable evidence of the 
nature of these limits, we may 
hope to save the organs affected, 
by removing only the tissues which 
are diseased. 

3. That this idea, derived from 
the progress of pathological anato- 
my, has been acted upon with 
success in the cases related, and 
in many others which will be sub- 
mitted to the profession. 
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That we sincerely hope the 
opinions of M. Lisfranc may prove 
to be well founded, will not be 
doubted ; but, upon a subject of 
such vast importance, the clearest 
and most satisfactory evidence will 
be required. It will be necessary 
to instruct us how we are to ascer- 
tain the extent of cancerous dis- 
ease. By what means shall we 
determine that one component tis- 
sue of an organ is affected with the 
malady, and that another is not? 
M. Lisfranc has formed his opinion 
of the limits which nature assigns 
to cancer by dissection ; but the 
question is not how we may estab- 
lish this important fact in the dead 
body, but how we may discover it 
in the living, so that we may adapt 
our practice to the extent of the 
disease. If, however, M. Lisfranc 
had only thrown out a hint upon 
the subject, totally unsupported by 
practical experience, it would de- 
mand the attention of the profes- 
sion ; but he comes before us with 
stronger claims—the successful 
result of his practice. We ear- 
nestly wish that other surgical ob- 
servers may confirm his views, 
and that the partial removal of a 
cancerous organ may be found to 
be safe and justifiable. At pre- 
sent we confess we are not satisfied 
upon this point, although we are 
much gratified at the distant pros- 
pect M. Lisfranc presents to us of 
the possibility of lessening the se- 
verity of many dreadful surgical 
operations. 


| II. 
SUPPOSED POISONING BY MERCURY, 
From the Medico-Chirurg. Review. 


M. Orrixa has published a long 
paper on this subject in a recent 
number of the Arcuives, the 
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° SUPPOSED POISONING BY MERCURY. 


proximate cause of which may be 
first succinctly stated. 

On the 3d of July, 1829, a fe- 
male named Villoing, residing at 
St. Brisson, having then been ill 
for five or six days, was visited by 
Dr. Carron, at her own request. 
She complained of great oppression 
at the epigastrium ; frequent incli- 
nation to vomit, and occasional 
discharges of bilious matters ; full 
pulse; flushed face; eyes and 
countenance yellow. The husband 
said that the cause of his wife’s 
illness was fatigue. Dr. C. or- 
dered a grain of tartar-emetic by 
lavement, and desired the husband 
to report next day. A report was 
made that she was rather better, 
but still harassed with sickness. 
He prescribed an opiate. Two 

afterwards the doctor was 


summoned in great haste to the 
patient, but did not find her worse, 


according to appearances, and still 
considered the complaint as a bi- 
lious affection, reiterating the 
opiate medicine. He prognosti- 
cated a speedy recovery : but on 
the morning of the 7th of July, he 
was astonished to learn that the 
patient had died the preceding 
evening. The vomitings, he was 
informed, had become extremely 
frequent for some hours before 
death. Several poisonous sub- 
stances, as oxy muriate of mercury, 
arsenic, &c., were found in the 
house. The body had been buried, 
without any suspicion of poisoning; 
but was disinterred some days af- 
terwards by orders of the Procu- 
reur du Roi. The examination of 
the body, by Drs. Carron and Bal- 
lot, took place on the 22d of July, 
fifteen days after interment. Con- 
siderable decomposition had taken 
place, and the. most horrible efflu- 
vium issued from the body. The 
thorax, the heart and lungs, offered 
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nothing remarkable. The internal 
membrane of the csophagus was 
injected, but neither softened nor 
ulcerated. On opening the abdo- 
men, the dissectors were astonish- 
ed to perceive that the abdominal 
viscera appeared to be those of a 
corpse recently deprived of life. 
No effusion, no adhesion. There 
was a considerable quantity of air 
in the intestines ; but the sides of 
the stomach were in close contact. 
On closer examination, two perfo- 
rations were found in the stomach, 
at its inferior and anterior part, 
together with several discolored 
spots, both vn the exterior of the 
stomach and of the intestines. The 
liver was greatly enlarged, and its 
surface emphysematous. The 
pancreas and spleen, although of a. 
dark color, were not altered in 
texture by putrefaction. The 
same with the kidneys. The sto- 
mach was very large, and a patch 
of intense redness, two inches in 
extent, was visible on the mucous 
membrane of the smaller curva- 
ture, and the two perforations 
above mentioned, the external 
apertures of which were wider 
than the internal. The mucous 
membrane of the organ was in- 
tensely red about the cardiac ori- 
fice, and this redness spread along 
the lesser curvature. The great 
cul de sac was also the seat of red 
arborization, in which were ero- 
sions. The internal orifices of the 
perforations were clean cuts, as if 
made by a circular chisel, and 
without any surrounding redness. 
There was nothing unusual-in the 
appearance of the pylorus. In the 
stomach, duodenum,—in short, 
throughout the whole tube, were 
found numerous globules of mercu- 
ry, and about two drachms were 
collected pure. The membranes 
themselves were covered with a 
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kind of mercurial dew (rosée 
mercurielle) formed by globules 
infinitely divided. Numerous ex- 
periments made on the contents 
and on the tissues of the stomach, 
intestines, and other organs of the 
body, could not detect any trace 
of poisonous substance, beyond 
the metallic mercury above men- 
tioned. 

The two physicians made the 
following remark :—As there is 
no other way of proving the admi- 
nistration of corrosive sublimate, 

fter it has combined with the 
tissues and formed submuriate of 
mercury, than by reproducing the 
metal, and as crude was already 
found in the stomach and bowels, 
such revication of the metal would 
not afford any proof of poison, 
since it might be said that the 
metallic mercury recovered from 
the tissues, was only the metallic 
mercury that had penetrated into 
them previously. Nevertheless 
they thought such a reproduction 
would afford suspicions of poison 
haviog been taken. 

M. Orfila then set about mak- 
ing two series of experiments,— 
the first by exhibiting to dogs the 
oxymuriate of mercury, with the 
view of obtaining the crude metal 
from the tissues with which it 
had combined,—the second, by 
exhibiting the same oxymuriate, 
along with substances that are 
known to be capable of decom- 
posing it in our laboratories. In 
respect to the first series :—If 
thirty or forty grains of sublimate 
are given to a dog, he is destroyed 
in a few hours—from four to ten 
or twelve. Ifthe body be buried 
for three or four months, then 
disinterred, and examined, no 
crude mercury canbe discovered. 
But if the tissues are exposed to 
the action of potassa at a white 
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heat, crude mercury will be vo- 
latilized from the state of calo- 
mel in which it had been trans- 
formed by the combination with 
animal matters. This proves, 
therefore, that the decomposition 
of sublimate in the body does not 
present globules of mercury, but 
submuriate of quicksilver. 

Second Series.—Corrosive sub- 
limate, dissolved in water, is de- 
composed, so as to furnish metal- 
lic mercury, by iron, copper, 
zinc, arsenic, and phosphorus. 
Albumen, gelatine, alcohol, or 
oil, have not this effect. 

By numerous experiments and 
reasoning, however, which we 
have not room for here, M. Or- 
fila comes to the conclusion that 
there was no proof whatever af- 
forded that any of the salts of 
mercury had been swallowed by 
the deceased Villoing. He stated 
that the probability was that the 
postmortem appearances were 
the result of disease (inflamma- 
tion), and that crude mercury had 
probably been adwinistered under 
the popular notion that obstruc- 
tions are cleared away, and pains 
alleviated, by that metal. 


Ill. 
CATALEPSY. 


A case of this strange disease 
having recently appeared in the 
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, 
the clinical remarks of Dr. Dun- 
can have been collected and pub- 
lished in a weekly contemporary. 
We shall take a short notice of 
this case, the more especially as 
one not very dissimilar is at the 
present moment under our care. 
The northern patient was a 
young woman 25 years of age, 
who became afiected with cata- 
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lepsy about the first of February 
of the present year, and was re- 
ceived into the infirmary on the 
5th of the same month. She was 
first discovered sitting in the 
kitchen like a statue, stiff and 
insensible—yet her limbs yielding 
easily to any force which was 
applied, and remaining in any po- 
sition ia which they were put. 
When received into hospital, 
there was complete loss of volun- 
tary motion occurring in parox- 
ysms, and continuing about ten 
minutes at a time, during which 
the limbs retained a certain de- 
gree of flexibility, but resisted, 
to acertain extent, the applica- 
tion of external force. During 
the fits there were slight convul- 
sive writhings of the muscles— 
the eyes were not turned up, as 
in epilepsy, but rolled about, the 
— dilating and contracting. 

efore the commencement of the 
paroxysms she feels a fluttering 
about the heart, general faintness, 
and heaviness about the head. 
After the paroxysm is over, she 
feels a universal soreness of the 
limbs, as epileptics do, attended 
with a severe pain in a certain 
part of the spine, which is tender 
to the touch. The tongue was 
white, pulse 70 in the intervals ; 
but rapid and feeble during the 
fits. The catamenia had appeared 
at the proper period, before the 
commencement of the disease, but 
were suddenly suppressed by cold. 
Some inhuman sceptic had torn 
two pieces of skin off her hands 
in one of these paroxysms! 

The case continued much the 
same, not at all relieved, till the 
15th of February, when severe 
pain was complained of in the 
right iliac region, which, though 
reasonably considered as nervous 
by Dr. Duncan, was treated by 
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leeches, lest inflammation should 
actually exist. During the cata- 
leptic paroxysms she was, of 
course, free from pain; but the 
moment they were over, she 
screamed out from the violence 
of the agony. The iliac region 
was extremely tender to the 
touch ; but no tumor was percep- 
tible. The leeches bled freely — 
a fetid enema was thrown up, but 
speedily returned. Powerul 
anodynes were given both by the 
mouth and anus, yet without any 
effect. A warm bath and a still 
more overwhelming opiate allayed 
the agony. In the course of little 
more thau twenty-four hours she 
had taken 125 drops of Battley’s 
sedative liquor, 120 drops of com- 
mon laudanum, two grains of solid 
opium, besides castor, ether, va- 
lerian, and most of the stinking 
drugs in the pharmacopeeia. 
These and other circumstances 
induced Dr» Duncan to conclude 
that the disease was of a purely 
nervous character, and, in fact, 
that it was one of those singular 
and strange forms which hysteria 
occasionally assumes. 

After this the complaint took 
on another new but temporary 
form. On the 3d.of March the 
patient received some unpleasant 
intelligence, and requested her 
dismissal. This being refused, a 
very severe paroxysm occurred, 
and lasted three quarters of an 
hour. Several of these attacks 
came on in the course of a few 
hours. 

‘¢ During the last fit, the men- 
tal functions appeared to be main- 
tained in considerable precision 5 
she sung psalms, and prayed with 
exactness and correct modulation; 
and once having stopped short’ in 
repeating the Lord’s prayer, she, 
in a few seconds, resumed it 
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where she left off. The most 
extraordinary circumstance, how- 
ever, was the singular action of 
the muscular system ; at one time 
she was bent entirely backwards, 
resting only on the crown of her 
head and her heels, as in epistho- 
tonos ; again, she was bent for- 
wards, and, finally, she was drawn 
forcibly to either side. In short, 
during this attack, all the pheno- 
mena of epilepsy, hysteria, and 
well-marked tetanus, were pre- 
sent.” 

Soon after this the patient was 
attacked with variola, and on the 
last of March she was dismissed 
in a state of tolerable convales- 
cence. It appears, however, 
that, on the 19th of April, she 
returned to the hospital with all 
her symptoms nearly as violent 
as ever. 

Dr. Duncan appears to have 
taken considerable pains to prove 
that, contrary to the doctrine of 
Cullen, catalepsy may be real, 
and not feigned. We have not 
the smallest doubt of the reality 
of the disease in the foregoing, 
and in many other cases. We 
are, at this moment, attending a 
young lady who has cataleptic 
attacks every day, and many 
times during each day. They 
are generally so transient as to 
be mostly imperceptible in com- 
pany——and her great object is to 
conceal them. They escape no- 
tice, except upon particular oc- 
Casions. Thus, if she is reading, 
or playing on the piano-forte, the 
sudden cessation of voice or ac- 
tion is remarked, of course. But 
if she is merely sitting in compa- 
by, or joining in general conversa- 
tion, it is ten to one ‘if the cata- 
leptic suspension of volition be 
perceived. Once in six or seven 
days she is seized with a eonvul- 
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sion, in all respects answering to 
pure epilepsy. The attack com- 
mences with a shriek—she falls 
down—struggles violently — be- 
comes hideously distorted—bites 
her tongue—and requires two or 
three attendants to constrain her 
contortions. She then falls into 
a sound sleep, and awakes sore 
and rather poorly, but uncon- 
scious, except by these sensations, 
of what has passed. ‘The com- 
plaint has been gradually increas- 
ing in violence and frequency, 
from the age of six to eighteen 
years. The catamenia have only 
appeared once, and have not since 
recurred. Moving in a_ high 
sphere of life, this young lady has 
had the very best—and perhaps 
the very worst, advice which 
England could afford. Not the 
slightest impression has ever been 
made on the distressing malady— 
on the contrary, it has progres- 
sively augmented in force. Al- 
though the intellectual faculties 
have suffered less than might have 
been expected, they have not es- 
caped uninjured. The memory 


‘is impaired, and application to 


some particular studies is greatly 
abridged. She dares not indulge 
in music—and she is incapable of 
making the slightest progress in 
arithmetic. She cannot perform 
even the most common operations 
in figures. She delights in history; 
but the impressions are like those 
made in water, or, at most, in 
sand. They are soon obliterated, 


The eyes are expressive—the 


pupils very large; the complexion 
exquisitely fair; the features 
beautiful ; the temper mild; and 
the anxiety to be relieved from 
her malady intense. The intes- 


tinal secretions and excretions are 
exceedingly depraved, and the 
@atamenia are stopped. 


These 
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last are phenomena which she 
cannot feign, if she would ;—but 
who could be so sceptical, or ra- 
ther so insane, as to imagine that 
the other distressing phenomena, 
which deprive her of the plea- 
sures Which her rank in life enti- 
tles her to, and which she longs 
for, can be the work of deception? 
It is preposterous. Her great 
object is to veil her attacks, and, 
the cataleptic paroxysms usually 
escape the observation, except of 
her parents or intimate relations. 
If she is reading, for example, 
she will suddenly stop, for an in- 
stant—perhaps for half a minute 
or a minute ; being, for that pe- 
riod, like a marble statue—and 
then she utters a kind of sigh, and 
’ takes up the word, or part of the 
word, where she had stopped. 
Considering the length of time 
which the complaint has obtained, 
we cannot, of course, form any 
sanguine hopes of recovery. The 
first object which we have in 
view, is to correct the alvine 
derangements and to reproduce 
the uterine functions. The result 
of the case we shall freely and 
candidly communicate to our 
readers. 

To revert to Dr. Duncan’s pa- 
tient. After concluding that her 
malady was not feigned, and, in- 
deed, could not be feigned, he 
remarked as follows :— 

‘¢The symptoms of the case 
viewed together, might be ar- 
ranged under the following heads: 
Ist, total loss of external percep- 
tion and sensation ; 2dly, suspend- 
ed volition; 3dly, the continued 
action of the mixed and involun- 
tary muscles. It was a matter 
of speculation, whether the func- 
tions of the mind were also sus- 
pended or not; of their continu- 
ance, as yet there had been 
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scarcely any evidence; at the 
same time there were no grounds 
sufficiently conclusive of their 
temporary absence. During the 
fit, there was a complete sem- 
blance to the view, of sound and 
healthy sleep ; her sleep, howe- 
ver, differed considerably from 
natural repose ; healthy sleep 
was that consecutive of exhaust- 
ion, or the necessity for which 
was occasioned by extreme men- 
tal exertion ; under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, too, it was gradual 
in its approach. Morbid sleep, 
on the other hand, (under which 
cataleptic and epileptic sleep and 
somniation were included) was 
sudden in its seizure, and inde- 
pendent of previous exhaustion or 
periodical habit ; the varieties of 
morbid sleep were again distin- 
guishable from each other by the 
mode of resuscitation, the state 
of the muscular system, the pre- 
sence or absence of mental phe- 
nomena, &c. Thus, in epilepsy, 
the fit departed gradually, and 
left the patient in a state of le- 
thargy, or sopor ; in catalepsy, 
the awaking was comparatively 
immediate, and during the fit the 
muscles were in the state of ri- 
gidity characteristic of the dis- 
ease ; in somniation, the awaking — 
was also sudden, but the sleep 
was accompanied by speaking, 
singing, extravagant gesticula- 
tions, and other marks denoting 
the presence and activity of the 
mental functions. In this patient, 
therefore, the cataleptic state 
was indicated by the mode of 
awaking, the muscular rigidity, 
the insensibility during the parox- 
ysm, and pain and external noise.” 

In reviewing the case, on the 
patient’s discharge from the hos- 
pital, Dr. Duncan observed that 
the symptoms and character of 
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the malady had considerably va- 
ried during the progress of the 
complaint. These variations he 
was inclined to refer rather toa 
“¢ modified form of hysteria than 
to any other disease.” As the 
case proceeded, the paroxysms 
became more and more accom- 
panied by gesticulations, singing, 
&c., instead of the rigidity of ca- 
talepsy. The form of hysteria 
approached the epileptic, as, in 
the paroxysms, the patient was 
totally devoid of consciousness or 
feeling. The remedies which 
gave most relief in this case, 
were those which are most useful 
in hysteria—antispasmodics, nar- 
cotics, and purgatives. The 
shower bath had been employed 
two days after her admission, and 
apparently with some benefit at 
first; but subsequently with 
mischief. Powerful purgatives 
brought away pitchy stools, and 
temporary relief followed. In- 
deed, the purgation appeared 
more beneficial than any of the 
other remedial measures, till the 
new symptom of excruciating pain 
in the abdomen set in, when 
leeches were applied. This 
pain was so torturing, that the 
accession of the cataleptic parox- 
ysm was desirable, as a tempora- 
ry insensibility to sufferings. The 
Cause of these sufferings Dr. D. 
was unable to explain—who, in- 
deed, can hope to explain the 
mysteries of the nervous system 
in hysteria? One thing is cer- 
tain, that depletion did not relieve 
this excruciating pain. Dr. D. 
alluded to those unaccountable 
tumors which sometimes show 
themselves in hysterical females 
about the groins, causing dread of 
hernia in the minds of medical 
attendants. He was convinced 
at any rate that these tumors 
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were internal, or situated beneath 
the muscles constituting the abdo- 
minal parietes. In this case fla- 
tulence was very distressing. In 
one instance, after a fright, the 
spasms became actually tetanic, 
and lasted four hours, during 
which time, though the muscular 
system was in a state of catalep- 
tic rigidity, she sang hymns and 
repeated the Lord’s prayer in a 
erfectly rational manner. Dur- 
ing the eruptive fever of the 
smallpox, the paroxysms went on; 
but were suspended during the pre- 
sence of the eruption itself. This 
was a fortunate circumstance, as 
a continuance of struggles, during 
the eruption of pustules on the 
surface, would have been most 
distressing. The alcoholic ex- © 
tract of nux vomica was after- 
wards given in large doses, so as 
to induce a considerable degree 
of narcotism. From this time 
she gradually improved till she 
was discharged—but whether 
this improvement resulted from 
medication, or one of the freaks 
of the malady, it would be diffi- 
cult tosay. One thing is certain 
—that, in less than three weeks, 
she returned in statu quo, and 
remains in the infirmary. We 
shall report on both the cases 
mentioned in this paper ona fu- 
ture occasion.—Jb. 


IV. 
THE PLAGUE OF ATHENS. 
For the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. 


Mr. Epiror,—Among the most 
interesting accounts of disease 
which have descended to us from 
ancient times, must certainly be 
ranked that of the epidemic which 
raged in Attica, in the year B. C. 
430, usually denominated the 
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Plague of Athens. This disease 
is thought, by Dr. Good and other 
medical authorities, to be the 
same which, under the same title, 
has spread its ravages so widely 
in modern times. Considering 
this assertion to require some 
modification, I have thought it 
might not be uninteresting to no- 
tice certain peculiarities of this 
malady, either as distinguishing it 
from any now known, or common 
to it with others which have re- 
ceived a different appellation. 
The symptoms which marked 
the commencement of this disease, 
as we are told by Thucydides, 
were heat of the head, redness of 
the eyes, and inflammation of the 
throat and tongue, accompanied 
by hoarseness and sneezing, and 
fetor of the breath. These some- 
times supervened on other dis- 
eases, but more frequently came 
on without any warning whatever. 
To these succeeded pain in the 
chest and violent cough. Pre- 
sently the stomach became the 
seat of irritation, as was mani- 
fested by abundant evacuations of 
bile in both directions, accompa- 
nied with excessive pain. In 
most cases, hiccough occurred, 
with spasm, sometimes momen- 
tary, but often of considerable 
duration. The skin was not hot 
to the touch, but somewhat red, 
and broke out in small pustules 
and ulcers; but the heat within 
was so excessive, that the lightest 
garments could not be borne, and 
the sufferers eagerly threw them- 
selves into cold water, being de- 
voured by unceasing thirst. While 
this severe form of the disease 
Jasted, there was little emacia- 
tion, the system appearing in this 


respect to offer a remarkable re-_ 


sistance to the force of the mala- 
dy, so that many died on the se- 
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venth or ninth day, still retaining 
apparently some vigor ; but after 
this stage had passed, an ulcera- 
tion of the bowels often ensued, 
with obstinate diarrhoea, and the 
patient expired when worn out 
by wasting and debility. Thus 
the disease seemed to take a re- 
gular course from above down- 
ward—and many, after resisting 
the primary symptoms, yielded 
gradually to the metastatic affec- 
tion, or recovered with the loss of 
one or more of the extremities, 
or perhaps of the eyes ; and many 
continued afterward in a state of 
fatuity, forgetting all that had 
passed, and unable to recognise 
their friends or relations. The 
disease seldom appeared twice 
in the same person, and never so 
as to be fatal on a second attack. 
Such, with the addition of some 
proofs of the malignity of the ma- 
lady and its resistance to reme- 
dies, are the principal facts which 
appear in the history of this dis- 
ease as given by the ancient his- 
torian. If his description, then, 
be admitted as complete and ac- 
curate, it presents some striking 
points in which the disease differ- 
ed from the plague as it is now 
described by travellers who have 
the opportunity of viewing it in 
the Kast and in Egypt. By them 
the plague is described as cha- 
racterised by buboes, which ap- 
pear principally in the inguinal 
region, but also in other parts 
which form the seats of consider- 
able glands. In the description 
of Thucydides there is no mention 
whatever of this symptom. The 
disease is indeed said to have de- 
scended into the pudenda, which 
are classed with the hands and 
feet as extremities, and which 
are said to have shared the fate 
of the latter in those patients who 
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recovered. The author’s mean- 
ing, however, seems plainly to 
be, that these several parts were 
liable to destruction by gangrene. 
The word itself is unequivocal, 
and entirely distinct from the term 
which signifies the groin, and 
which is also the Greek term for 
bubo itself. If abscesses have 
occurred, such as now take place 
in plague, their usual progress 
and termination could not fail to 
have been remarked and recorded. 

It is to be admitted, indeed, 
that diseases have been described 
under the name of plague, in 
which buboes were only of occa- 
sional occurrence. Thus we 
have the Aleppo plague, in which 
the eruption appeared under the 
form of buboes, carbuncles, or 
other exanthemata ; the plague 
of London, in which an erysipe- 
Jatous eruption sometimes occur- 
red, which is compared by Syden- 
ham to St. Anthony’s fire; and 
the plague, or erysipelas pesti- 
Jens, of Lorraine, which, while it 
is said tohave produced abscesses 
in the glands, assumed the form 
of ignis sacer in the extremities, 
where it sometimes terminated 
in gangrene. In all these, howe- 
ver, and other epidemics which 
in modern times have been recog- 
nised as plague, the bubo or car- 
buncle is still pointed to as con- 
stituting the character of the dis- 
ease; and did no such circum- 
stance exist to constitute a lead- 
ing symptom, it would be impos- 
sible to unite them by any defini- 
tion except such as should include 
other eruptive fevers, and under 
which might perhaps be arranged, 
with perfect propriety, diseases 
as dissimilar as erysipelas and 
smalipox. 

In truth, it must be confessed 
that the description given of the 
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plague of Athens, though highly 
interesting, and in a style emi- 
nently worthy of its illustrious 
author, is not sufficiently accurate 
and detailed to enable us to de- 
termine positively whether the 
disease described conformed, in 
all its parts, to any epidemic with 
which we have been acquainted 
in modern times. We have, 
however, as is well known, the 
description of an epidemic by 
Lucretius, which is thought to be 
a-copy from Thucydides, and in 
which, besides giving some addi- 
tional symptoms, the author com- 
pares the violence of the malady 
to that of the sacer ignis. 
‘‘Corpus ut est per membra 
sacer quum diditur ignis.”” Now 
sacer ignis is the term employed 
by Celsus to designate St. An- 
thony’s fire, or erysipelas. The 
Athenian disease, then, may be 
supposed to have resembled the 
modern erysipelas, and it will not 
be difficult to explain some of its 
prominent symptoms in conformity 
to this idea. The term which 
expresses the eruption admits, 
without doubt, of being rendered 
vesicles, and the word ulcers may 
imply only the separation and 
sloughing of the cuticle. This 
idea is perhaps supported by the 
occurrence of gangrene in the 
extremities, which was remarked 
also in the plague of Lorraine. 
There, indeed, the feet became 
affected at an early period— 
whereas, by Thucydides, the af- 
fection of the extremities is de- 
scribed as metastatic, and to have 
occurred after the acute stage of 
the fever had passed. The oc- 
currence of severe ophthalmia 
might be expected to constitute 
a symptom of this disease, al- 
though, in its modern form, it is 
not often followed by loss of sight. 
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That erysipelas, or ignis sacer, 
may occur as an epidemic, is 
sufficiently proved by the name 
applied by Sauvages to the Lor- 
raine epidemic, though, as I have 
remarked, the modern malady 
appears to have presented the 
essential characteristic of plague, 
which is wanting in the ancient. 
Waving, however, the farther 
consideration of a point not par- 
ticularly interesting to medical 
readers, I shall conclude by re- 
calling some expressions of the 
historian which denote symptoms 
frequently met with, and in regard 
to whose meaning there exists no 
doubt. 

The symptoms mentioned as 
indicating the onset of the disease, 
evidently resemble those of severe 
catarrh, and remind us strongly of 
the incipient stage of rubeola. 
The abundant evacuations of bile, 
and the accompanying pain, are 
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sufficient to point out the general 
character or type of the fever. 
The bodily vigor retained by 
those who died early, and the 
gradual wearlng out of those who 
fell victims to a supervening diar- 
rhoea, may be recognised by those 
who have noticed the progress of 
our own bilious remittent, the 
plague of New Orleans and of 
Cuba. As respects the loss of 
the extremities from gangrene in 
those who recovered, it cannot 
be supposed that this was a fre- 
quent or familiar occurrence ; 
but it is extremely natural that 
so awful a memento of the vio- 
lence of the malady should have 
especially attracted notice, and 
have directed the attention of the 
individuals and their friends to a 
preservation, which they might 
well regard as almost miraculous. 
Yours, &c. 
ARCHUZOLOGUS. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, 


OCTOBER 19, 1830. 


HENNEN’S MILITARY SURGERY, 


Principles of Military Surgery; 
comprising Observations on the 
Arrangement, Police, and Prac- 
tice of Hospitals, and on the His- 
tory, Treatment, and Anomalies of 
Variola and Syphilis, Illustrated 
with Cases and Dissections. By 
Joun Hennen, M.D., F.R.S.E., 
Inspector of Military Hospitals. 
With Life of the Author, by his 
Son Dr. Joun HENNEN. 

A work bearing the above title has 

been some time before the British 

public, and comprises the result of 

the researches and observations of a 

Surgeon who ranked deservedly high, 

and whose name is doubtless as fa- 

miliar to the reader as that of Lar- 


rey, or of Cooper. The pre-eminent 
merits of this work as a system of 
military surgery, carried it rapidly 
through three editions in London, 
and we are happy to see that the last 
has been republished by Carey & 
Lea, at Philadelphia. It is obvious- 
ly impossible to convey any correct 
ideas of the contents of this volume 
in the short space we could give it ; 
and as it is now regarded as a stand- 
ard work, we can only refer the 
reader to the book itself for a fund 
of highly valuable and practical in- 
formation on the subject of which it 
treats. The volume is a neat one of 
about 450 pages, with a copious 
ndex. 


EFFICACY OF COLD AFFUSIONS IN 

NERVOUS AFFFCTIONS. 
A case very illustrative of the power 
exercised over nervous disorders by 
the shock produced on the surface 
by cold affusion, is reported as hav- 
ing recently occurred in one of the 
Parisian hospitals. The patient, a 
juggler, was found in his room ina 
state of insensibility. Shortly after 
he was carried to the hospital he 
became delirious, his face flushed, 
hair erect, eyes wild, and speech 
incoherent. Yet were there no 
symptoms of febrile excitement dis- 
tinguishable in the pulse, or the con- 
dition of the skin. Speculation was 
fruitful as to the cause and nature of 
this condition of body, and some 
suspicions were entertained that the 
gentleman was only engaged in a 
professional exhibition. The medi- 
cal officer of the institution, howe- 
ver, soon recognised it as a case of 
purely nervous character, and direct- 
ed cold affusions, from head to foot, 
of water at the temperature of 18 
deg. Reaumur. The delirium yield- 
ed to this remedy immediately, and 
the patient, next day, was walking 
about the ward, 

It is no novelty to find nervous 
complaints disappearing before this 
remedy ; but the influence it is capa- 
ble of exerting in hysterical disor- 
ders, which are so common and so 
troublesome in young and old fe- 
males, is not, perhaps, so familiar as 
it should be to every practitioner. 
No class of diseases is so troublesome 
to the medical attendant, as none is 
more difficult to be borne by the 
patient, than that denominated zerv- 
ous. These diseases ape so many 
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others of different character, that an 
inattentive observer is apt to commit 
himself by an erroneous opinion, and 
be led through a series of prescrip- 
tions of various and discrepant reme- 
dies, all with the same result—dis- 
appointment and vexation.—At the 
same hospital as that above referred 
to—the Hoétel Dieu—a case is re- 
ported in which cough, slight he- 
moptysis, palpitations, obstinate re- 
jection of food, &c., led to the ad- 
ministration of a succession of anti- 
spasmodics and sedatives, all to no 
other purpose than to excite surprise 
that they should not arrest the symp- 
toms, Suspecting at last that this 
might be an instance of those ano- 
malous hysterical affections which 
are so often mistaken by ordinary 
observers, the physician ordered that 
affusions of water at 18 deg. Reau- 
mur should be directed on the head, 
whilst the body was immersed in a 
bath of a temperature 8 degrees 
higher:—a bad practice certainly 
for hemoptysis and cough depending 
on common causes, but a good one, 
as the result here proved, where 
these symptoms are purely nervous. 


The mode of using the cold affu- 
sions in such instances, varies with 
the circumstances of each case, and 
the taste, habits and information of 
each medical attendant. By some 
the shower bath is preferred; others 
pour water from a pitcher directly 
on the head; and still others inter- 
pose, on the crown, a very large 
sponge, an expedient the advantage 
of which is obvious. Dr. Johnson 
recommends the shower bath, with the 
precaution, in commencing its use, 
of letting the patient stand with the 
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feet ina tub of warm water. This 
precaution is particularly advisable 
with young females of delicate con- 
stitution, but with all it will add se- 
curity to an effectual means of cure, 
and detract somewhat from the aver- 
sion with which this remedy is too 
often anticipated. 


TAX ON ENTERING THE PROFESSION. 


In remarking on the tax of two 
hundred pounds, which it is feared 
will be laid in England on those who 
are entering the profession of Medi- 
cine and Surgery, the Editor of the 
Medico-Chirurgical Review gives 
in to the propriety of levying an ad- 
ditional tax, but proposes that it 
shall be laid on in the shape of 
KnowLepDcE. This is certainly a 
happy idea. Sucha tax can scarcely 
be too heavy—it would be the most 
effectual way possible of thinning 
the encumbered ranks of the profes- 
sion, at the same time that it would 
render the walks of those who enter 
it pleasanter and more honorable. 
It would exclude not the indigent, 
but the ignorant,—not those who 
have been found, in all ages, to make 
generally the most useful and distin- 
guished members of all the profes- 
sions, but those who would be most 
apt to jeopardise the lives of others, 
and be a dead weight on the respec- 
tability of the brotherhood they 
should join. 


COUNTERIRRITANT IN PNEUMONIA. 

Tue following liniment is recom- 
mended, in a late No. of the London 
Gazette, as being, in some respects, 
a better application to the skin, in 
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cases of pulmonary inflammation, 
than cantharides. 
R. Acid. Nitro-mur. 2 ij. 
Ol. Terebinth. Zi. 
Axungie M. 

Melt the axungia, and add to it the 
other ingredients, stirring until the 
mixture is quite cold. This lini- 
ment being rubbed on the surface 
with a sponge, will, in three or four 
minutes, cause it to become highly 
red. If the rubbing be continued, 
small pustules or vesicles will make 
their appearance ; and if it be farther 
persisted in, the surface becomes 
excoriated with an exudation of 
lymph. During the operation, the 
patient first experiences a sense of 
heat, then smarting, and at last ac- 
tual pain. The effect, therefore, 
resembles that produced by the an- 
timonial ointment; but there is this 
advantage in using the liniment, 
that its operation is more immediate, 
and, if not carried too far, may be 
repeated again and again at short 
intervals: whereas, in employing the 
ointment, a considerable period must 
intervene before the appearance of 
the eruption, and this must again be 
allowed to heal before the article can 
be reapplied. Patients on whom the 
liniment has been tried, are asserted 
to have experienced relief imme- 
diately after its employment. They 
have had less cough, have breathed 
more freely, and the expectoration 
has diminished in a considerable de- 
gree. It is to be hoped that farther 
trial will tend to confirm these fa- 
vorable results. 
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GUAIACUM IN RHEUMATISM. 


We have already expressed the sa- 
tisfaction we feel in being able to 
lay before our readers any informa- 
tion of a practical nature in the heal- 
ing art, whether it concerns the 
introduction of a new mode of treat- 
ment, or the confirmation of the 
good effect of one already establish- 
ed. We have lately noticed some 
facts of the latter class which go to 
confirm the virtues of guaiacum as a 
remedy in rheumatic affections. We 
are told that M. Alies, of Coulom- 
miers, read, at a late session of the 
Royal Academy, an account of twen- 
ty-one cases of rheumatism in va- 
rious parts cured by this article. 
The preparation employed was the 
following :—Ten ounces of the wood 
were added to three quarts of water, 
which were boiled down to one 
quart. One sixth of this quantity 
was administered for a dose, three 
times daily. This treatment was 
continued in one case for twelve 
days, during which time the patient 
took five lbs. of the guaiacum. No 
inconvenience was occasioned by its 
use, and the cures seemed to be ef- 
fected independently of eyacuations, 
either by stool or otherwise. Tak- 
ing this circumstance into view, M. 
Alies is disposed to attribute to this 
article a specific virtue in rheuma- 
tism, similar to that of bark in inter- 
mittents, or calomel in syphilis. 


MORBID APPEARANCES IN THE BRAIN, 
AFTER FREQUENT ATTACKS OF 
APOPLEXY. 


Tue wife of a laborer, forty-one 
years of age, of long-continued in- 
temperate habits, had experienced 
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repeated attacks of apoplexy, after 
the last of which she had remained 
imbecile, and subject to occasional 
fits of epilepsy. During an attack 
of the latter, she died suddenly. On 
opening the head, the bones of the 
cranium were found to be extremely 
hard, and of unusual thickness. The 
brain was of medium size, free from 
congestion, and of natural consisten- 
cy. On cutting into the substance 
of the organ, there were discovered, 
at the external part of the medullary 
portion of the right hemisphere, on 
a level with the thalamus nervi op- 
tici, two cavities, of the size of a 
small bean, and filled with a clear 
fluid. They were both surrounded 
by a coat of firm consistency, similar 
to a serous membrane; this was in- 
timately connected, by its exterior 
portion, with the surrounding sub- 
stance of the brain: each could, 
however, be dissected out, in the 
form of a complete sac. Their in- 
ternal structure was cellular. Near 
to these, but more internal, and 
higher up, there was found a greyish 
or red gelatinous mass, very distinct 
from the medulla of the brain: this 
had already begun to be surrounded 
by a covering similar to the former. 
The ventricles were loaded with 
water. The pineal gland continued 
a large sand-like concretion. <A 
considerable amount of fluid escaped 
from the spinal cavity. The viscera 
of the thorax and abdomen were 
sound; the stomach was, however, 
contracted to the size of the duode- 
num. 

This case is related in Rust’s 
Magazine, band xxx., heft 1, 1829. 


Todine Baths.—Dr. Lugol, in a 
paper presented to the French Roy- 
al Academy of Sciences Dec. 14th, 
1829, strongly recommends iodine 
baths, of the utility of which in scro- 
fula and other diseases he has con- 
vinced himself by numerous experi- 
ments. In the preparation of the 


bath the first thing to be considered 
is the material of the bathing tub. 
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Dr. Lugol prefers wood to metal, 
as less liable to be chemically acted 
on by the iodine. Another impor- 
tant consideration is the quantity of 
the medicine which may be used 
with safety and advantage. This 
is less than might at first be sup- 
posed. Inthe practice of Dr. Lu- 
gol, the proportion of iodine which 
he had proposed as the starting point, 
beyond which he was to advance 
gradually, became in the end a mazi- 
mum which he thought it no longer 
proper to employ. The strongest 
bath which he now uses is formed 
by adding three drachms of iodine 
and six drachms of iodide of potas- 
sium to two hundred litres (about 
fifty-three gallons) of water; rather 
more than three grains of iodine and 
six of iodide of potassium to the gal- 
lon. For children the whole quan- 
tity should be reduced one half, two- 
thirds, or more, according to the age. 

It is necessary that the iodine and 
iodide should both be added, as the 
former is not sufficiently solubie 
without the latter, and the iodide of 
potassium is comparatively ineffi- 
cient; at least, Dr. Lugol found that 
no appreciable action was produced 
by the quantity of three ounces to 
the bath. | 

To diminish the expense of the 
iodine baths in hospitals, M. Henry, 
the younger, proposes that they 
should be emptied into a suitable 
reservoir, and the iodine precipitated 
by the acetate of lead.—Journ. de 
Chim. Méd. 


Cesarian Operation after the 
Death of the Mother.—In the Révue 
Médicale for January 7, M. Huguier 
relates a case in which he resorted 
to the Cesarian operation on the 
body of a female, five minutes after 
death, which occurred suddenly from 
pulmonary hemorrhage. The infant 
was extracted by the feet, and pre- 
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sented few indications of life, being 
pale, bloodless, without motion, while 
the pulsations of the heart were 
hardly perceptible. The chord was 
tied before it was divided ; frictions 
with warm cloths were made over 
the precordia; air was blown into 
the mouth, and the infant was im- 
mersed in a warm bath. Soon res- 
piration commenced, and the child 
cried. It continued to live. The 
friends did not allow the body of the 
mother to be dissected. 


Dislocation of the first Phalanx 
of the Thumb.—Mr. Syme, in a case 
of this luxation, operated by ‘* fas- 
tening a silk handkerchief to the 
thumb by means of the clove hitch, 
and then making one person extend, 
while another performed counter- 
extension by holding the hand. I 
pressed with all the force of both 
my own thumbs on the extremity 
of the dislocated phalanx. After 
one or two attempts, I succeeded in 
effecting the reduction.” 


Fracture of the Fibula,—Mr. S. 
adopts Dupuytren’s “* ingenious, sim- 
ple and effectual plan of treatment ; 
viz., the application of a long, nar- 
row, wooden splint on the inner 
side of the leg, extending beyond 
the ankle and knee, between which 
and the tibia, a thick compress be- 
ing interposed, while the knee and 
foot are drawn to the splint by 
means of a simple bandage, an ef- 
fectual resistance is afforded to the 
displacing tendency from the weight 
of the limb, and from the peroneal 
muscles.” 


Smallpox.—On Saturday last, at 
noon, fourteen cases of smallpox had 
been reported at the Health Office 
in this city, and each patient, as re- 
ported, had been transferred to the 
Island. 


Whole number of deaths the week ending October 2, omitted in our last, 26. Males, 15,— 


Females, 11. 


Of cholera infantum, 2—consumption, 5—convulsions, 1—disease of the bowels, 1—dropsy, 


3—dysentery, 4—infantile, 1—insanity, l—childbed, l—old age, 2—teething, 2—unknown, 3. 
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PRIVATE MED. SCHOOL. 


HE subscribers have associated for 

the purpose of giving a complete 

course of private Medical: Instruction, and 

the following arrangements are now in 
operation :— 

The pupils are admitted to the practice 
of the Mass, General Hospital, and re- 
ceive Clinical Lectures on the cases from 
Drs. Jackson, Channing and Ware. 

Private Lectures, with examinations, 
are given in the intervals of the public 
lectures of the University. 


On Midwifery and the Diseases of Women 
and Children, and on Chemistry, by 
Dr. CHANNING. 

On Physiology, Pathology and Therapeu- 
tics, by Dr. WARE. 

On the Principles and Practice of Surge- 
ry, by Dr. Orts. 

On Anatomy, Human and Comparative, 
by Dr. Lewis. 


Private Instruction will be given in 
Practical Anatomy, by means of demon- 
strations and dissections. 

Such students as may be disposed, will 
have opportunity of acquiring a know- 
ledge of Practical Pharmacy. 

Rooms for all the purposes contemplat- 
ed, have been provided in a convenient 
and central situation. 7 
_ ( Application to be made to Dr. 
WALTER CHANNING, 

JAMES JACKSON, 
WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
GEORGE W. OTIS, Jr 
WINSLOW LEWIS, Jr- 


July 6. 12t. 


COOPER’S SURGICAL DIC- 
TIONARY. 


Sg day received by CARTER & 
4YENDEE—A Dictionary of Prac- 
tical Surgery. Comprehending all the 
most interesting Improvements, from the 
earliest times down to the present period. 
An Account of the Instruments and Re- 
medies employed in Surgery, &c. By 
SamvEt CooreEr, Surgeon to the King’s 
Bench, &c. From the 6th London edi- 
tion, revised, corrected and enlarged. 
With numerous notes and additions, em- 
bracing all the principal improvements 


and greater operations introduced and. 
performed by American Surgeons. By 
Davin MERipITH REEsE, M.D., Licen- 
tiate in Surgery and Midwifery. 

Oct. 19. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 
AND CHEMICALS. 


TUDENTS in want of the above 
articles, would do well to call, be- 
fore’ purchasing, at BREWER & BRO- 
THERS’, Nos. 90 and 92 Washington 
Street—Boston. 
Oct. 15. 


VACCINE VIRUS. 


ATHAN JARVIS, on account of fre- 
quent solicitations, will constantl 

keep for sale FRESH VACCINE VIRUS, 
taken by a physician from Aealthy sub- 
jects. It will be furnished at a reasona- 
ble price on demand, either in scabs or 
quills, Physicians in the country who 
are in want of Virus, can send their orders 
by mail, as it can be enclosed in a letter 
and transmitted without any great ex- 
pense of postage. June 1. 

Apothecaries’ Hail, 
No. 188 Washington Street, 


ABERCROMBIE ON DISEASES 
OF THE STOMACH, 


UST received by CARTER & HEN- 
DEE—Pathological and Practical 
Researches on Diseases of the Stomach, 
the Intestinal Canal, the Liver, and other 
Viscera ofthe Abdomen. By Jonn ABER- 
croMBIE, M.D., Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians of Edinburgh, &c., 
and first Physician to his Majesty in 
Scotland. Sept. 28. 


HENNEN’S MIL. SURGERY, 


ag day received, by CARTER & 
HENDEE, Principles of Military 
Surgery ; comprising Observations on the 
Arrangement, Police, and Practice of 
Hospitals, and on the History, Treatment, 
and Anomalies, of Variola and Syphilis. 
Illustrated with Cases and Dissections. 
By Joun Henney, M.D. F.R.S.E. In- 
spector of Military Hospitals. First Ame- 
rican, from the third London Edition, 
With a Life of the Author, by his Sou, 
Dr, John Hennen,. July 13. 
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